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 Free Elective (FE) Courses offered by Arts Departments 

 

Department & 

Course Code 
Course Title Quota 

Chinese   

CHI2105 Modern Chinese Literature  8 

CHI2107 Introduction to Literature  8 

CHI2111 Chinese Etymology  8 

CHI2113 Classical Chinese Literary History  8 

English   

ENG2101 Introduction to Language 2 

ENG2106 Literary Analysis I 2 

History   

HST2003 History of Early China: From Prehistory to the Han Dynasty 5 

HST2264 Introduction to South Asian History 5 

HST2356 History of Nineteenth Century Europe 5 

Philosophy   

PHI2112 History of Chinese Philosophy: From Pre-Qin to Han 2 

PHI1118 Puzzles and Paradoxes 2 

Translation   

TRA2101 Introduction to Interpreting (C-E) 3 

TRA2103 Introduction to Translation (C-E) 2 

TRA2104 Introduction to Translation (E-C) 2 

Visual Studies   

VIS2104 Western Art: from Romanticism to Modernism 2 

VIS3214 Digital Imaging 4 

VIS3003 Videogame theory and Analysis 4 

Wong Bing Lai Music and Performing Arts Unit  

MPA3002 Instrumental Ensemble 8 

MPA3003 Choral Ensemble 8 

Total:  88 
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Course(s) offered by the Department of Chinese 
 
Course Code: CHI2105 
Course Title: Modern Chinese Literature 中國現代文學 
Course Description: This course surveys modern Chinese literature from 1917 to 

1940’s in terms of historical background, ideological content, 
classical links, artistic development and achievement, as well as 
foreign influences on it. This course covers topics such as early 
modern poetry and the poetry of the Crescent Society, modern 
Chinese prose, modern drama, modern novel, literary debates 
and literary trends in the 30’s and the 40’s, etc. 
本科旨在引導學生研究 1917 至 1940 年間，中國現代文學之
歷史背景、文學革命、文學組織、文藝思潮等問題。教授內容
包括：早期新詩與新月派：郭沫若、聞一多、徐志摩等；中國
現代散文：周作人、魯迅、朱自清、梁遇春等；現代戲劇的萌
芽與成長：歐陽予倩、丁西林、田漢等；茅盾與現代長篇小說
的發展、文學論爭與三、四十年代文藝思潮、古典文學傳統及
西方文藝思潮對五四文學的影響等項。 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Prof XU Zidong and TBA 

 
Course Code: CHI2107 
Course Title: Introduction to Literature 文學概論 
Course Description: This course offers an introduction to the basic concepts of 

literature, in order to enhance students’ understanding of the 
characteristics and development of major literary genres, namely 
poetry, prose, fiction and drama. The course also addresses the 
interrelationship between literature and culture, art, history, 
religion, philosophy as well as aesthetics.. 
本科之課程內容包括：介紹文學之基本概念及理論；探討詩
歌、散文、小說及戲劇四大文類，以及討論文學與文化等問題。
本科授課與討論時，同時採用中國及西方資料。 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Prof WONG Shuk Han Mary/ CHOI Lok Tung 

 
Course Code: CHI2111 
Course Title: Chinese Etymology 文字學 
Course Description: This course aims at enhancing students’ understanding of Chinese 

characters in order to improve their ability to use the Chinese 
Language. Basic Concepts and important theories in Chinese 
characters will be introduced in lectures. This course covers topics 
such as the origins, characteristics and development of Chinese 
characters, the structure of Chinese characters and the liu shu 
theory, introduction to shuowen Jiezi, etc 
本科旨在透過文字學知識的傳授，提高學生的語文能力。課程
內容涵蓋漢字的起源、漢字的特質、漢字的結構及六書理論、
漢字的發展、《說文解字》導讀等。 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Dr XU Yuhang 
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Course Code: CHI2113 
Course Title: Classical Chinese Literary History 古典文學史 
Course Description: This course introduces students to the development of 

classical Chinese literary history as well as important genres 
in classical Chinese literature such as shi, ci, qu, fiction and 
prose. Aspects of Chinese culture will be noted through 
reading representative works of different genres. This course 
uses a team-teaching mode to facilitate the learning process. 
本科透過集體教學方式，發揮不同老師的專長，為學生介
紹古典文學史，以及啟發同學對古典文學的興趣。本科的
教學內容，涵蓋古典文學中詩、詞、曲、小說各體。透過
選讀優秀而具代表性的作品，如《詩經》、宋詞、唐代傳奇、
宋朝話本、明清小說、元散曲及雜劇篇章，藉以讓學生明
暸中國文學史的發展，以及提高同學研習古典文學的興
趣。 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Prof WANG Chunhung/ Mr PU Shuai 
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Course(s) offered by Department of English 
 
Course Code: ENG2101  
Course Title: Introduction to Language 
Course Description: This course introduces students to the study of language. It 

covers such basic questions as the nature of human 
language, the importance of language in society, the major 
perspectives for studying language, the acquisition and use 
of language, as well as language variation and language 
change. Students are not only given an exposure to the basic 
concepts and theories, they are encouraged to examine 
various kinds of language data as well as use their own 
experience and knowledge as learners and users of language 
in Hong Kong to deepen their understanding of language. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Prof HIRADHAR Preet Pankaj 
  
  

 
Course Code: ENG2106 
Course Title: Literary Analysis I 
Course Description: ENG2106 is the first part of a year-long introduction to the 

study of literature in English. Through it, we explore the 
formal features of prose narrative as well as its meanings in 
particular socio-historical contexts. Specifically, we try to 
understand what important roles stories can play in our 
everyday life and how literary techniques (point of view, plot 
development, characterization and setting) enhance the 
effects that stories produce on readers. This course also 
aims to develop the basic skills of thinking, speaking and 
writing about literature. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Prof DING Ersu 
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Course(s) offered by Department of History 
 
 
Course Code: HST2003 
Course Title: History of Early China: From Prehistory to the Han 

Dynasty 
Course Description: In ancient China, we have one of the oldest civilizations in 

all of world history. From the beginning of agriculture to the 
creation of empires more than two millennia ago, it gave 
rise to a diverse set of socio-political, economic, and cultural 
institutions that would come to have great impact on the 
history of East Asia and the world at large. This course is an 
introduction to this history of ancient China. Specifically, we 
will focus on the rise of empires in the long first millennium 
BCE from the collapse of the Zhou aristocratic order to the 
rise of the Qin and Han empires. Why did the earlier Bronze 
Age aristocratic kingdoms of the Zhou collapse, and what 
motivated the creation of these new imperial regimes? 
What were the arguments for or against empires? We will 
study the complex historical process that led to the rise of 
empires in early China. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Prof LEUNG Vincent Sueh Han 

 
Course Code: HST2264 
Course Title: Introduction to South Asian History 
Course Description: India is the world's largest democracy and a major player in 

the international software industry. It is also home to one of 
the oldest living civilizations in the world. This course 
introduces students to the pattern of Indian history from 
the earliest times to the present. It will focus on: 1. the 
development of distinctively Indian forms of socio-
economic, political, and religious patterns; 2. Hindu-Muslim 
syncretism and conflict; 3. the ordeal of colonialism and the 
rise of nationalism; and 4. independent India and its future 
prospects. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): TBA 

 
Course Code: HST2356 
Course Title: History of Nineteenth Century Europe 
Course Description: This course will survey the history of Europe from 1815-

1914.  We will cover such themes as industrialization, 
state- and nation-building, social upheavals and 
transformation, and the emergence of liberalism, 
conservatism, and socialism as the predominant political 
ideologies. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Prof HAMPTON Mark Andrew 
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Course(s) offered by the Department of Philosophy 
 
Course Code: PHI1118 
Course Title: Puzzles and Paradoxes 
Course Description: This course aims to provide an introduction to some major themes 

in philosophy through the examination of paradoxes and puzzling 
thought experiments. By thinking about these puzzling cases, 
students will get a sense of what philosophy is and what sorts of 
problems it aims to solve. We will discuss the nature of time and 
space, and we will discuss the nature of ourselves and our minds. 
We will discuss how to think rationally, and how to act rationally. 
We will discuss what it means to be ethical. We will discuss God, 
death, language, and logic. By the end – if things go well – 
students will have more questions than answers, and have found 
mysteries to ponder for years to come. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Prof BAKER Derek Clayton 

 
 
Course Code: PHI2112 
Course Title: History of Chinese Philosophy: from pre-Qin to Han 
Course Description: (Restriction(s): (a) Students are not allowed to take PHI1001 

Introduction to Chinese Thought after successful completion of 
PHI2112 History of Chinese Philosophy: From Pre-Qin to Han. (b) 
Students are not allowed to take PHI1001 Introduction to Chinese 
Thought and PHI2112 History of Chinese Philosophy: From Pre-
Qin to Han in the same term.)  
 
(Language of Instruction: Cantonese)  
 
This course covers the period in Chinese philosophy from Pre-Qin 
to the Han dynasty. It concentrates on the distinctive features of 
Chinese philosophy, including the main concerns, themes and 
approaches of different schools of thought. Equal weight will be 
given to the philosophy and the history component: the meaning, 
implications, significance of philosophical problems and their 
solutions as well as the development of these problems and 
conceptions will be under scrutiny. The interaction between 
schools of thought will also be examined. Students will be 
supervised in their study of texts so as to understand the original 
context from which the problems and concepts spring.  
 
哲學是人自覺地以理性對宇宙人生問題的反省。中國哲學的
起源除了對上述問題進 行思辨的探究外，還從實踐中發現人
的自覺性如何可以改造自己的命運。先秦時期 這偉大的發
現，奠定了中國哲學主流的方向。在本課程中，會集中展示中
國哲學的 起源與特質，以及先秦諸子各學派的理念，以至漢
代思想的承傳與變異。 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Prof CHIU Wai Wai 
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Course(s) offered by the Department of Translation 
 
Course Code: TRA2101 
Course Title: Introduction to Interpreting (C-E) 
Course Description: This is a foundation course that introduces students to the basic 

concepts of interpreting as well as to the fundamental skills of 
sight and consecutive interpreting from Cantonese to English. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Dr CHEUNG Yu Kit 

 
Course Code: TRA2103 
Course Title: Introduction to Translation (C-E) 
Course Description: This course introduces students to the general approaches and 

the specific methods for translating Chinese into English. 
Emphasis will be laid upon developing students’ English writing 
abilities so as to sharpen their skills in Chinese-English translation. 
After building up a solid foundation of knowledge, students will 
be introduced to some basic techniques in specialised translation 
in areas such as the arts, the media, business and popular culture. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Dr CHEUNG Yu Kit 

 
 
Course Code: TRA2104 
Course Title: Introduction to Translation (E-C) 
Course Description: This course introduces students to the basic skills and techniques 

for translating from English into Chinese. Extensive practice and 
in-class discussions will be conducted to enhance the quality of 
students’ Chinese writings. Texts of various genres will be 
introduced, including literary works, business correspondence, 
journalistic writings, and government documents. Through critical 
textual analysis, students will learn how to identify the main 
features of Chinese and English writings, and thus formulate 
effective strategies in coping with translation problems. This 
course prepares students for more specialized translation courses. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Dr TANG Kin Ling 
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Course(s) offered by the Department of Visual Studies 
 
Course Code: 
Course Title:  

VIS2104 
Western Art: from Romanticism to Modernism 

Course 
Description: 

This course surveys the historical development and stylistic 
transformations of Western art from the late eighteenth century to 
the mid-twentieth. Weekly lectures are organised in a chronological 
and thematic manner; each lecture explores one or two art 
movements that emerged and flourished in Europe and the United 
States. The module addresses the ways in which Western artists, 
architects and designers responded to the increasingly 
industrialised and modernized society. It also explores the influence 
of political, economic, cultural and social changes in France, Britain, 
Germany, America and beyond on the writings on art and visual art 
practices during the said period. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Prof HUANG Ying Ling Michelle 

 
Course Code: VIS3214 
Course Title: Digital Imaging 
Course 
Description: 

Digital images are usually associated with “intangibility”, as they are 
“non-material” and “duplicable”, which can be encoded into a 
series of number and formulas. However, in our everyday practices, 
the manipulated digital images are seldom perceived by us in their 
pure non-material forms. There is usually a medium which carries 
them to us, sometimes through displaying on a LCD monitor, 
projecting on a screen or printing on specific materials. In this 
notion, most of the digital images have a tangible form in their 
presentations. This course will focus on exploring the physicality of 
these digital prints on different surfaces: garment, ceramics, wood, 
plastic and metal, in order to redefine the prescribed role of 
commercial digital printing. There will be several in-class exercises 
of Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator which will lead into individual 
creative project. An exhibition will be organized by the class at the 
end of the term in the School Art Gallery. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Ms SO Wai Yi 

 
Course Code: VIS3003 
Course Title: Videogame Theory and Analysis 
Course 
Description: 

Videogames are increasingly accepted as an art form with cultural 
legitimacy similar to film or television. This course aims to improve 
student understanding of videogames as artworks, with a focus on 
learning to write formal analyses of videogames. Students will first 
learn theories about aspects of videogames such as gameplay, 
narrative, and aesthetics. With these theories, students will learn to 
analyze in writing how particular videogames achieve their effects.  
 
This course does not involve creating, designing, or programming 
videogames, and requires no technical skills. Students do not need 
to own or purchase any videogame equipment for the class. 
Registered students will be able to access Lingnan-owned 
videogame consoles and computers to play assigned games 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Prof FROME Jonathan 
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Course(s) offered by the Wong Bing Lai Music and Performing Arts Unit 
 
Course Code: 
Course Title:  

MPA3002 
Instrumental Ensemble 

Course 
Description: 

(Prerequisite: Previous experience on any instrument, assessed by 
audition or interview upon initial enrolment in the course)  
 
This course provides an opportunity for students to play a variety of 
instrumental music together under the guidance of a music 
instructor. Students will improve their instrumental and musical 
skills, while learning the unique characteristics of ensemble music-
making. The course entails a 2-hour rehearsal per week (during 
scheduled class time), some personal study, and a final 
performance (which may occur outside of class time).  
 
The course is offered continuously (every 1st and 2nd terms of 
every year), studying different musical pieces each term (i.e. 
musical pieces will not repeat within any consecutive four-year 
period). Students are encouraged to enrol multiple times, and may 
enrol up to 8 times (accumulating a maximum of 8 credits). Credit 
is granted on a Pass/Fail basis, and students will be granted grades 
of “Merit”, “Satisfactory”, or “Unsatisfactory”. Students earning 
“Unsatisfactory” will be counted as failing the course and will not 
be granted any credit for the course. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Dr IP Kim Ho 

 
Course Code: 
Course Title:  

MPA3003 
Choral Ensemble 

Course 
Description: 

(Prerequisite: Previous musical experience (in any area, need not be 
choral), assessed by audition or interview upon initial enrolment in 
the course)  
 
This course provides an opportunity for students to sing a variety of 
choral music together under the guidance of a music instructor. 
Students will improve their choral and musical skills, while learning 
the unique characteristics of choral music-making. The course 
entails a 2-hour rehearsal per week (during scheduled class time), 
some personal study, and a final performance (which may occur 
outside of class time).  
 
The course is offered 2 continuously (every 1st and 2nd terms of 
every year), studying different musical pieces each term (i.e. 
musical pieces will not repeat within any consecutive four-year 
period). Students are encouraged to enrol multiple times, and may 
enrol up to 8 times (accumulating a maximum of 8 credits). Credit 
is granted on a Pass/Fail basis, and students will be granted grades 
of “Merit”, “Satisfactory”, or “Unsatisfactory”. Students earning 
“Unsatisfactory” will be counted as failing the course and will not 
be granted any credit for the course. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): TBA 

 


